JUNr- 02-2005 08 : 00 



KENNAMETAL INC IP Dept. A 



724 539 5903 P. 08/10 



AppLNo. 10/681,415 

Amdt dated June 2, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of December 2, 2004 

Attorney Docket K-1721 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

This Amendment is submitted in response to the Official Letter dated December 2, 
2004. Favorable reconsideration of the application is respectfully requested. 

Claim 7 has been cancelled without prejudice. Claims 1-6 and 8-17 remain in this 
application. 

1. Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicant gratefully acknowledges the Examiner's indication that Claims 7-9 would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form to include all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. As suggested by the Examiner* Claim 1 has been rewritten 
as an independent claim containing all of the limitations of Claim 7. Claim 7 has been 
cancelled without prejudice. Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the objection and 
allowance of Claim 1 and 8-9. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 10, 1 1 and 13-1 7 stand rejected under 35 U-S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Wiman et aL The Office Action provides: 

"Wiman et al. discloses all of the subject matter as set forth in the claims and 
is identical to the invention as broadly recited. Some of the claimed elements clearly 
disclosed by the reference are; a clamp (1 1), an insert (10), a nest (5) with notches (4), 
a bias means (6) having an adjustment means comprising its screw head, a tool body 
(1) with protrusions (3) thereon, Wiman et al. inherently teaches the method as 
broadly presented." 

In order for a reference to be an anticipatory reference, the reference must disclose 
each and every element of the claimed invention. It is respectfully submitted that Wiman 
does not teach or suggest all the elements recited in the claims. 

Wiman appears to disclose a metal cutting insert directly mounted on a support 
surface formed either by an insert holder, or by a shim interposed between the insert and 
insert holder. The insert includes a bottom surface having grooves and planar surface 
portions disposed between the grooves. The support surface includes ribs which fit into 
respective grooves of the insert. 
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Applicant has amended the independent claims to include the feature that the nest 
includes a stem, the support includes a recess and the stem of the nest extends at least 
partially into the recess of the support. This feature was previously presented in dependent 
Claim 7. Wiman does not teach or suggest that the nest includes a stem, the support includes 
a recess and the stem of the nest extends at least partially into the recess of the support as 
claimed* 

For at least these reasons, Claims 1, 13, 16 and 17 are allowable over the applied art. 
Claims 2, 5, 6, 10, 1 1, 14 and 15 depend from Claims 1 and 13 and are likewise allowable 
over the applied art for at least the same reasons described above for Claims 1 and 13. 
Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

3. Claim 12 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Arai et aL 
The Office Action provides: 

"Arai et aL discloses all of the subject matter as set forth in the claims and is 

identical to the invention as broadly recited. Some of the claimed elements clearly 

disclosed by the reference are: a stem (36)." 

Arai appears to disclose a disposable tip clamp mechanism capable of simplifying the 
mounting operation of a disposable cutting tip. A screw member 36 having a screw hole 36a 
in the head 36c thereof is connected with the mounting screw hole 33 of a tip mounting seat 
32, with the head portion 36c projecting from the tip mounting seat 32 and a disposable tip 37 
is seated on the tip mounting seat 32 such that the engaging portion 37f thereof engages the 
head portion 36c of the screw hole-containing screw member 36. 

Arai does not teach or suggest that the nest includes a stem, the support includes a 
recess and the stem of the nest extends at least partially into the recess of the support as 
claimed. 

For at least these reasons, Claim 12 is allowable over the applied art. Withdrawal of 
the rejection is respectfully requested. 

3. Claims 3 and 4 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wiman et aL The Office Action provides: 
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"Wiman et al. discloses the claimed invention except for a compression 
spring. Official Notice is taken of the use of a compression spring in conjunction with 
a screw. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to use since the use of such is old and well known in the art." 

Claims 3 and 4 depend from Claim 1 and are likewise allowable over the applied art 
for at least the same reasons described above for Claim 1 , Withdrawal of the rejection is 
respectfully requested. 

4. Extension of Time 

Applicants hereby Petition for an extension of time of three months from the Office 
Action date of December 2, 2004, until June 2, 2005. Please charge the petition fee for such 
extension to Deposit Account No. 502867. 

5. Request For Telephone Interview 

As a final matter, if the Examiner has any suggestions concerning different claim 
phraseology that, in the opinion of the Examiner, more accurately defines the present 
invention, prior to issuance of another Office Action, Applicants' undersigned attorney 
requests the courtesy of a telephone interview at the Examiner's earliest convenience to 
discuss the application. Applicants* undersigned attorney may be contacted at 



(724) 539-5485. 
6- Conclusion 

In view of the amendments and above remarks, it is believed that the application is in 
condition for allowance. Accordingly, an early Notice Of Allowance is respectfully 
requested. 
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